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Hope you enjoy this ‘SSHS Employee Record’. As 
always, if you have any additional information, 
suggestions or corrections, please let me know. 
 
Note 1: While due diligence has been applied in the 
research of this information, responsibility for any 
errors is the ultimate responsibility of the end-user. 
Note 2: Information has been obtained from various 
sources to enhance the history of Sun Ship and 
where possible, sources have been identified 
Note 3: Text added to the review will be bordered 
with parentheses. 
Note 4: A series of three ‘periods’, before or after 
transcribed text indicates that not all the text 
was transcribed to the review. 
 
“Any work of history is necessarily a joint venture” 
Author Unknown 
 
Thank You, 
Dave Kavanagh 
SSHS  
davekav@verizon.net 
 
 
Our ‘record’ of the MacQuinstons’ (father William 
and son Norman), was initiated when SSHS 
received an email from Noman’s granddaughter, 
Katie Brazel Stickel, initiating our contact with her 
father and Norman’s son-in-law, James Brazel. 
James was wishing to donate Norman’s Sun Ship 
memorabilia to the SSHS. We are grateful to Jim 
Brazel sharing Norman and William’s history and the 
donation of his memorabilia.  
 
 

William J. MacQuiston 68 Dept. 
Thumbnail History 
Courtesy of the Brazel Family and SSHS 
-Born,  c. 1888 
-Died,  c. Dec. 1958 
-Born in Ireland, Mr. MacQuiston had lived in Darby 
for 38 years. 
-William was hired at Sun Ship c: July, 1922. 
and retired from Sun Ship after over 30 years of 
service ( post July, 1952), in the Rigging 
Department, 68D.” 
 
“Photo of William and his wife Helena MacQuiston. 
Courtesy of the Brazel family 
SSHS: 67_07_04r 

 
“Photo of William with his ‘Gang’ at Sun Ship. 
Notice William ‘crouched’ in the far right of the front 
row. Date and location at the Yard unknown. 
Courtesy of the Brazel family 
SSHS:67_007_05r” 
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Photo of William MacQuiston Receiving his 30-Year 
pin at Sun Shipyard in July of 1952 and posted in 
the September, 1952 issue of Our Yard Magazine. 
SSHS: 705_5209_06 

 
 
Photo of Sun Ship’s 30 Year Pin that was similar to 
that received by William MacQuiston in July of 1952: 
SSHS: 30_1a 

 
 
Obituary: 
SSHS: 330_19581216 

 
 

Norman MacQuiston Sun Ship, 45 Dept 
Thumbnail History c:1941-1945 
 
Norman MacQuiston Thumbnail History 
Courtesy of the Brazel Family and SSHS: 
-Born: c. 1917 
-Graduated from Darby High School in 1934 
-After H.S. graduation, he worked at a bank and 
attended night school at the University of 
Pennsylvania’s Wharton School. 
-He started work at Sun Ship around the time the 
United States entered WWII (c: Dec. 1941) and left 
the Yard c. 1945-46. During his time at the Yard, he 
was a ‘Shipfitter’ in 45 Department. The one 
photograph we found of Norman at the Yard, shows 
him working in Our No.4 Yard as a ‘Leader’ where 
he would have been responsible for a ‘gang’ of men 
responsible for installing steel components on board 
ships under construction.  
-After working at Sun Ship, he wanted to have his 
own business and purchased a gas station (c:1946), 
which became Darby Esso and later Darby Exxon 
until 1975 when he sold the business.  
-Norman passed away August 1, 1975. 
-Norman MacQuiston was a member of the Darby 
Presbyterian Church and was a also a member of 
the Masons, Optimists and the Darby Fire Company.  
-Norman’s father, William MacQuiston was a long-
time employee of Sun Ship including during WWII.  
 
This photo of Norman was probably taken after his 
graduation from Darby H.S. in 1934 
Courtesy of the Brazel family 
SSHS: 67_07_03 

 
 
Photo taken shortly after Norman’s marriage 
(honeymoon?) to Kathryn “Kitty” Judge MacQuiston 
in 1941. 
Courtesy of the Brazel family 



 
 

SSHS: 67_07_02r 

 
Group photo, which includes Norman MacQuinston 
as indicated below, where he was a ‘Leader’ in Our 
No. 4 Yard c: 1946. 
SSHS: 705_4506_30 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo of Norman MacQuiston when he was the 
owner of Darby Park Esso Service center. 
Courtesy of the Brazel family 
67_07_01r 

 
 
Obituary: 
SSHS: 330_19750802_04 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Donated Artifacts 
The following artifacts were donated to SSHS in 
remembrance of Norman MacQuiston: 
 
1-This is only the second ‘Department Position ID’ 
badge we have in our archives. This badge shows 
Norman was a ‘45’ (Department) ‘Leader’ in the 
‘Shipfitting’ Department  
 
SSHS: 46_13_03_1 

 
 
2-‘Ships For Victory’ Pin 
Awarded to ‘Ship Workers’ who played a vital part in 
ensuring enough ships were built and operated 
during WWII 
46_20_02lr 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text from Our Yard magazine published in May 
1942 describing the ‘Ships For Victory’ pin:   
“Our cover this month shows the new emblem of the 
United States Maritime Commission, whose job is to 
see that enough ships are built and operated to 
insure an early victory for the United Nations. As 
shipworkers we have a vital part in this job. We are 
proud of this emblem and the history-making 
shipbuilding program for which it stands.” 
SSHS: 705_4205_001 
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